MODERN    FERMENT                     IO9

ways opened out the country and brought the outlying
areas closer to one another. The country was ringed in an
iron hoop. Motor cars pushed the process still further and
today aeroplanes have almost solved the problem of dis-
tance within India. The post, the telegraph and the tele-
phone have performed the same function in a different way.

For the first time in Indian history, conditions today
exist for a stable political unity. This is not due to British
occupation of India. The British would have fared like
former rulers but for the new-found control over the forces
of nature. This enabled them to maintain contact with
their motherland and aloofness from the people of India.
As England drew nearer in time and distance, the English-
man felt less and less need of human contact with the
Indian. Simultaneously it enabled him to build and develop
a centralised State. The extent of the King's reach measured
the extent of the King's power in former days. In modern
times, the State can reach out to areas beyond an Alexander's
dreams. And not only reach out, but keep constant touch
and control. Modern scientific developments and the
improvements in the means of communication make the
organisation of India as one State not only feasible but
necessary. The sentiment of unity can today find a political
embodiment. It is not accidental that Indian national
consciousness is a recent growth.

The idea of geographical nationality is therefore largely
a recent development. Indians rarely before thought of
themselves in terms of nationhood. There was a loose and
tenuous unity of culture, but no unity of political organisa-
tion. The vastness of the country and the absence of modern
methods of communication worked against political unifica-
tion. Equally important was the absence of any sense of
nationality in its modern meaning. Capitalism and the
Nation State have developed side by side. That India is not
a Nation State is another way of recording the fact that
capitalism is for India still a development of the future;